Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 22, 2020
10:00 AM Rite II

Join us on Face Book as we live stream this Eucharist: www.facebook.com/cgsreading
Parents: Consider printing this page for your children to color as you tell them the
story of the “Man born blind.”
Wherever you are on your journey with God or toward God, you are welcome here.

Gathering Hymn
Verses 1-3

Amazing Grace

Hymnal #671

Opening Acclamation
Presider:
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People:
His mercy endures for ever.
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A Penitential Order
In today’s gospel Jesus heals a blind beggar who comes to believe in and worship him. Let us ask
God to remove from our hearts whatever blocks our encountering Jesus and coming to deeper faith.
Deacon:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

People:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen

Kyrie

Collect of the day
Presider:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Presider:

Let us pray:

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in
him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A Reading from the Book of Samuel
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will
kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the
one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said,
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before
the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.
The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm 23
Read in unison

King James Version

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup
runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD for ever.
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Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Lenten Gospel Acclamation

Haugen

Gospel: John 9:1-41
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept
saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I
do not know.”
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They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others
said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is
a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses,
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to
him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he
worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may
see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have
sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, Lord Christ

Sermon

The Rev. Brian Raiche
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
Presider: Jesus, during Your ministry on Earth You showed Your power and caring by healing people of all ages
and stations of life from physical, mental, and spiritual ailments. Be present now to people who need Your loving
touch because of COVID-19. May they feel Your power of healing through the care of doctors and nurses.
Lord Jesus, take away the fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation from people receiving treatment or under
quarantine. Give them a sense of purpose in pursuing health and protecting others from exposure to the
disease. Protect their families and friends and bring peace to all who love them. Pray for people who are
infected with COVID-19 or facing quarantine.
Dear Lord, we lift to You our concern for people who are more likely than others to become severely ill
from COVID-19 — the elderly and people with chronic health conditions. Protect them from harm and be
their comfort in this time of uncertainty. Pray for people at higher risk of developing the disease.
Loving God, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people making decisions that affect the lives and
futures of our families, communities, countries, and the wider world. Inspire and invigorate people
developing better tests to diagnose the virus, vaccines to prevent it, and protocols and communication to
eliminate the disease’s spread. May truth and empathy be the touchstones of people setting policies for
our protection. Pray for medical professionals, caregivers, researchers, and leaders responsible for
decisions about fighting the new coronavirus.
4. I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those
in any need or trouble, especially those impacted by the Corona Virus and for those on parish prayer list.
Pray for healing.
5. I ask your prayers for all who are celebrating birthdays: Stephanie Klages, Kristin Leyne, Ava Mazzei
and Earle Sinnatamby. Pray that they may experience the joy of God’s presence.
6. I ask your prayers for the departed. For Joseph DiSimone and Warren and Carolyn Poor in whose
memory the altar flowers are given. Pray for those who have died, especially those who die unloved and
unmourned.

Closing Collect
Prayer for People Critically Ill or Facing Great Uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen.
-Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 765
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Offertory Music

Sweet Hour of Prayer

Bradbury/arr. C. Berry

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer I

Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Presider:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every
way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no
longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

8

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be
your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one
another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through
Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained
us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the
human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the
cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and
this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the
world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with Blessed Mary, all
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and
with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever
and ever. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
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The Peace
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you.”
Regard not our sins, but the faith of your people, the Church, and give us the peace and unity of that
heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, now and for ever.
Amen
Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you

Fraction Anthem

Communion Hymn
Refrain:

With This Bread
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Post Communion Prayer
Presider:
Please Stand
People:

Enriching Our Worship

Let us pray:
God of abundance,
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all
your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen

Blessing
Traditional Irish
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
And may God bless you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

Dismissal
Deacon:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Recessional

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Hymnal# 470

Postlude

Bless Us Now, Dear Lord, We Pray

D. Moore
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Easter Flowers: Whether we gather in church or not on Easter Sunday, the altar will be adorned with
flowers. If you would like to remember your loved ones with a plant on the altar for Easter, please
e-mail the office and mail check to church (payable to the Church of the Good Shepherd). Donations
may be made in memory of or in thanksgiving for loved ones. Please return to the office by Sunday,
April 5th.
Country Western Fundraiser Auction, Friday, May 8th: Silent Auction * Live Auction * 50/50 Raffle
* Live Horse Racing * Wine Pull — Contact Susan Buckley if you would like to donate or want to
help susan.m.buckley@gmail.com.
We are hopeful that we will be able to hold this event. Please check back.
For Your Prayers This Week: Joan Phelan, Ann Buote, The Rev. Gayle Pershouse, Bill Webb, Connie
Guarracino, Bill Natale, Mary Dilworth, Gloria Graves, Jeffrey Gates, Bev D’Arrigo, Carlo Esidore,
Leo Hutchings, Sandy Rossini, Jacob Cote, Kathy Jeffrey, Scott and Linda Johnnene, Joan and Arthur
Paradis and Jake Torrisi
Book of Remembrance: Carrie Torraville, Donald David Sr., Charles Pinkney, Carolyn Poor, Florence
Munn, Virginia Luther, Elaine Hutchings and Bill DeSimone
Altar Flowers: Given for the glory of God and in loving memory of Joseph DeSimone by His family
and Carolyn and Warren Poor by Their family
Sanctuary Lamp: Given for the glory of God and in loving memory of the People of Good Shepherd
Birthdays: Stephanie Klages, Kristin Leyne, Ava Mazzei and Earle Sinnatamby
Bargain Box Thrift Shop: Closed until further notice
Reading Food Pantry: Closed until further notice
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The Rev. Brian Raiche, Rector
The Rev. Pete Jeffrey, Deacon in Residence
Alice Johnson Hannon, Music Director
Carolyn Hoy, Parish Administrator
Jane Farrar, Senior Warden; Robert Newton, Junior Warden;
Ruby Cox, Treasurer; Marc LeBlanc, Clerk
Vestry Members: Robert Christian, Petra Conboy, Spencer Dalby, Peter Gorman, Barbara Luddy, Sumi
Sinnatamby,
Ryan Tahamseb, Joyce Witham and Brenda Woodbury

The Office is closed until further notice.

95 Woburn St., Reading, MA 01867
781-944-1572 • office@goodshepherdreading.org
RevBrian@goodshepherdreading.org
www.goodshepherdreading.org

Music reprinted with permission. OneLicense #A-726512. Live Stream
permission granted.
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