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First Sunday after Epiphany
The Holy Eucharist and Baptism

Alessia Christina Sanford-Wilson
Parents: Alex and Loni Sanford-Wilson

Godparents: Katie Oommen, Sean Tivnan
Sunday, January 11, 2026

10:00 AM Rite II

Wherever you are on your journey with God or toward God, you are welcome here.




Liturgy of the Word

Welcome

Prelude Love

Gathering Hymn: When John Baptized by Jordan’s River
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Opening Acclamation

Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.
Presider: There is one Body and one Spirit;
People: There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Presider: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People: One God and Father of all.
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Music: Robert Powell (b, 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing 1ne.

Collect of the Day
Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray:

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into
his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations.

He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;



a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.

He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:

I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;

I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the LORD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.

See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;

before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.



The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.

And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, "Glory!"

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.

The LORD shall give strength to his people; *

the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him
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to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia
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Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you Lord Christ

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Mary Curlew



Holy Baptism

Presentation of the Candidate

Presider: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents: We present Alessia Sanford-Wilson to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism.

The Presider asks the parents and godparents:

Presider: Will you be responsible for seeing that this child you present is brought up in the
Christian faith and life?
Parents and Godparents: We will, with God’s help.

Presider: Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature
of Christ?
Parents and Godparents: We will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves,
and of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children.

Presider: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel
against God?
Parents and Godparents: We renounce them.

Presider: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?
Parents and Godparents: We renounce them.

Presider: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Parents and Godparents: We renounce them.

Presider: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Parents and Godparents: We do.

Presider: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Parents and Godparents: We do.



Presider:

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

Parents and Godparents: We do.
The Presider addresses the congregation:

Presider:
People:
Presider:
Presider:
People:

Presider:
People:

Presider:
People:

Presider
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:

People:

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this child in her
life in Christ?
We will.

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our
own baptismal covenant.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News
of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.



Presider:
People:
Presider:

People:

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor
as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Pravers of the People

Leader:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Presider:

Let us now pray for Alessia who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open her heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Send her into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son

may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.
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Thanksgiving over the Water

Presider The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Presider: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.

Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage
in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus
received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy
Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death
and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are
buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your
Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and
born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus

Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory, now and forever. Amen.

The Baptism

Presider: Alessia, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin and have raised her to the
new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring
and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to
love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Presider: Alessia, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own
forever. Amen.
Presider: Alessia, receive the light of Christ.
Presider: Let us welcome the newly baptized.
People: We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of
Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his
eternal priesthood.
Refrain
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The Peace
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
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Liturgy of the Table

Invitation:
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

Preparation of the Table: You are My Light Dave & Jean Perry

Doxology Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow Old 100™
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to

behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus
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san - nain the high-est, ho - san-na in the high-est.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,

and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ has risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Fraction Anthem

Presider: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Everyone is welcome to receive communion at our table. The ushers will invite you to
come forward down the center aisle where you will be offered a communion wafer.
Please let the person serving know if you need a gluten free wafer. If you prefer not to
receive the bread or wine, please come forward and simply cross your arms at your chest
to receive a blessing.

Communion Hymn: Baptized in Water
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giv - en, Thank-ful - ly now God’s praise  we  sing.
chil - dren, Joy - ful -ly now God’s praise we sing.

Post Communion Prayer

Presider: Let us pray
Please stand

People: Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
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Recessional Hymnal #339 Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness
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Words: Johann Franck (1618-1677); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. Music: Schmiicke dich, melody Johann Cruger
(1598-1662); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906.

Dismissal
Presider: Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Postlude A Time for New Beginnings Lani Smith
Please join us in the church lounge for coffee hour. All are welcome
Serving Today
Lector Neil Kelly
Lay Minister Spencer Dalby
Ushers Lynda Hersey, Tony Silva
Flower Delivery Kathy McDormand
Altar Guild Martha Wishart & Susan Eis
Tech Guild Joyce Witham
Coffee Hour Susan Buckley
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Current Happenings at CGS

Reminder for Realm users:
It’s that time of year again for me to remind you of the following:

o Ifyou make your pledge payments via Realm, and you have changed your amount,
remember to go into your account and adjust your payment. Realm does not make the
changes automatically.

o Ifyou are changing your method of payment, ie: change of credit card, bank information,
etc., you must record the change.

If you have trouble with your account in any way, contact Jan Kelly in the church office and she
can assist you.

Bread of Life
Good Shepherd continues to support Malden's Bread of Life and its daily meal servings. If you

would like to join us, look for information about our February 10 serving. Gayle Richardson
(617-257-2271)

Good Shepherd Craft Club
The Good Shepherd Craft Club will meet at the church on Thursday, January 29, from 2-4PM.
We will be making adult scarf bibs and a smaller craft. Anyone interested may come, no
experience necessary. For more information, contact Elaine Grosso at 617-909-5205 or
ecgrosso(@ieee.org.

Save the Date — Church of the Good Shepherd Annual Meeting
Each year, our congregation gathers to elect our vestry and diocesan leaders, and to review our
life together over the past year (2025). Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our
annual meeting on Sunday, January 25 at 11:30 a.m. to hear about the good work we have
been doing and to have a part in planning 2026 together.

Martin Luther King Day
You are warmly invited to join the Reading Community at the RMHS Performing Arts Center,
January 19th from 9:30am - 11:30am for its annual event honoring the life and actions of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. This free event is open to everyone. Enjoy complimentary breakfast, view
student artwork, and visit tables hosted by local community groups. The Keynote Speaker will be
Dr. Robert Bellinger, PhD. professor of African American and American history, African
Diasporan studies, and the history and culture of Senegal at Suffolk University. Our own Rev.
Mary Curlew will lead the invocation.
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In addition, MLK's legacy will be remembered with a community wide day of service on
Saturday, January 17th. If you would like to participate, please check out the information below
or sign up by clicking below:
https://churchofreading.breezechms.com/form/ReadingCaresMLK219871073.

If you would like to volunteer with other Good Shepherd parishioners please speak with either
Rev. Mary or Jane Farrar to form a team.

Martin Luther King. Jr.

Day of Service
Saturday, January 17t
9am start, most tasks
end by 12noon

e Knit or crochet hats and scarves for unhoused people.
e Prepare and pack meals for Lazarus House in
Lawrence, MA.

e Make fleece blankets for Project Linus.

e Create thank-you cards for Reading Food Pantry.

e Donate toiletries, socks and underwear for children
and teens in foster care.

e Help organize storage at Solstice House in Reading.

e Sew cloth bags to hold future donations.

e Sort and organize at the Reading Food Pantry.

e Decorate bookmarks for the Reading Public Library.

ReadingCares at

First Congregational Church

25 Woburn Street, Reading
9:00am Saturday. January 17t
ReadingCareso1867@gmail.com
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For Your Prayers This Week

Our Parish prayer list: Joe Appleyard, Terrence Balduc, Anne Bennett, Jennifer Bryson,
Barbara Carney, Kim Chabot, Jennifer Chapman, Caroline Chappell, Chen-Paradis Family,
Ruth Clogston, Ruby Cox, Alison Daurio, Margaret Enderle, Joe Field, Ashley Fitch, Ginny
Gould, Seak Leang Huot, Justine Kelly, Michael Kelly, Izzy Keyes, Leah Kiberstis, Gene
Kilpatrick, Beth & Jeff Lanigan, Sharon Lopes, Paul Marean, Esme Grace Medeiros, Chick
Meech, Mark Mueller, Elaine Neville, Rachel Newton, Anne O'Sullivan, Joan Paradis,
William Paradis, Kevin Parziale, Greg Powers, Theo Pritz, Jim Regan, Antonio Santos,
Jennifer Sorrentino, Liz Sorrentino, Shirley Thompson, Timothy Thompson, Tabatha
Walker, Betty Ward, Bill Webb, Charles Webb, Amy Wishart, Ann Woodman.

Book of Remembrance: James Palmer, Nancy Crampton, Roger Blood, Frederick C. Goodwin,
Ralph Wooldridge, Leana Earl, Wayne Wooldridge, Cynthia Louanis, Marcella Aysworth, Sarah
Harnden, Glen Simkins, Pranav Prakash, Jan Tristle, Gertrude Dobbins, Agnes Sullivan, Harold
Seaward, Florence Freda, Dorothy Cella, Bruce Woodbury.

Altar Flowers; In Memory of William J. Helliesen & William C. Helliesen, given by their
family, Ada & Harris Zitzow, given by Susan Conlin, and Edith Cooper, given by her family.

Sanctuary Lamp: In memory of Walter & Edith Cooper, and in Thanksgiving for the birthday
of Esme Grace Medeiros, given by Bob and Jane Farrar.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer Churches of the Boston Harbor Deanery
St. John & St. James Church, Roxbury (Boston)
Ecclesia Ministries and Common Cathedral, Boston
Hospitality Homes
The Diocesan Staff
The Massachusetts Council of Churches

Medical Emergency: If there is a medical emergency during worship, please notify one of our
ushers. An AED is located in the hallway, and they have a phone available
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This week at Good Shepherd

Sunday, January 11
Monday, January 12

Tuesday, January 13

Wednesday, January 14

Thursday, January 15

Friday, January 16
Saturday, January 17
Sunday, January 18

Holy Eucharist, 10am, Sanctuary, Baptism
Church Office hours, 9am-1pm

Rev. Mary office hours — 9am-3pm

Staff Meeting, 10am

Friends of Seniors, 11am, Lounge

Rev. Mary office hours — 9am-3pm

Vestry Meeting, 7pm, Lounge & Via Zoom
Church Office hours, 9am-1pm

Rev. Mary office hours — 9am-3pm
Bargain Box volunteers, 9am-11am
Gathering and Prayer group, 7pm, via zoom
Church Office hours, 9am-1pm

Choir Practice, 7pm, Sanctuary

Bargain Box open, 10am-3pm

Bargain Box open, 10am-1pm

Holy Eucharist, 10am, Sanctuary, Baptism
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Rev. Mary Curlew, Rector
Alice Johnson Hannon, Music Director
Jan Kelly, Administrator
95 Woburn St., Reading, MA 01867
781-944-1572
Office@goodshepherdreading.org
Revmary@goodshepherdreading.org

Music reprinted with permission. OneLicense #A-726512. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this
service obtained from One License with license #A-726512.
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