
A Member of The Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 

Fifth Sunday in Lent  

Sunday, March 17, 2024 

10:00 AM Rite II 

Join us on Facebook as we live stream this Eucharist: 

www.facebook.com/cgsreading/live/ 
 

Wherever you are on your journey with God or toward God, you are welcome here! 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/cgsreading/live/
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Welcome   
 

Choral Prelude:   Merciful God Alonso 

 

 

Gathering Hymn My Faith Looks Up to Thee   LEVAS #88 
 

Opening Acclamation 

 Presider: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

 People: His mercy endures for ever. 
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Opening Sentence 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the 

only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 

your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as 

yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."     

 

Confession of Sin 

Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

  

Silence is kept 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Presider 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  

eternal life. Amen. 
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Kyrie  

 
 

Collect of the Day 

 Presider: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

Presider:  Let us pray: 
 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 

sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what 

you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts 

may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
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“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 

the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 51  Create a Clean Heart in Me 

 

  



6 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 5:5-10 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 

 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 

who said to him, 

 

“You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of 

his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what 

he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 

for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the 

order of Melchizedek. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Lenten Gospel Acclamation Marty Haugen 
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Gospel:  John 12:20-33 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 

must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 

the Father will honor.  

 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then 

a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd 

standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 

spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 

Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And 

I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to 

indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon       The Rev. Sarah A. Conner 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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You may sit or kneel for the prayers 
 

Prayers of the People       Form III BC 

Leader: Let us joyfully offer our prayers to the Lord: 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Alan and Carol, our Bishops, Martha, our 

Regional Canon, Sarah, our Interim Priest, our Rector Search Committee, and for all 

the clergy and people.  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. We remember especially those on 

our parish prayer list.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

We give special thanks for those in our parish family who are celebrating birthdays 

this week: Lou Adreani, Sam Field, Earle Sinnatamby.  Our Sanctuary Lamp is lit in 

thanksgiving for the birthday of Scarlett Angelini.  Lord in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. We remember Manuel Torres and Carolyn Webster 

Poor, in whose memory the altar flowers are given.  

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

The Presider adds a concluding collect  

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in 

the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 

and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 

lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Commissioning of the Rector Search Committee 

The Rector Search Committee members and the Wardens come to the front of the church. 

Wardens: We present to you Joyce Callaghan, Susan Conlin, Susan Eis, Neil Kelly, 

Dave McDonald, Shaun Neville, Erica Palm, and Norma Strack to be admitted to the 

ministry of the Rector Search Committee.  

Celebrant:  Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are all baptized by the one spirit into one 

Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for the common good. Our purpose is 

to commission these persons in the Name of God and of this congregation to a special 

ministry to which they are called.  

The Celebrant asks the Wardens:  

Are these persons you present prepared by a commitment to Christ as Lord, by 

regular attendance at worship, and by the knowledge of their duties, to exercise their 

ministry to the honor of God, and the well-being of God’s church?  

Wardens: We believe they are. 

The Celebrant asks the Committee Members: 
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You have been called to serve on the Rector Search Committee on behalf of this 

congregation. Will you, as long as you are engaged in this work, perform it with 

diligence?  

Committee Members: We will. 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Eternal God, the foundation of all wisdom and the source of all courage: enlighten 

with your grace the Rector Search Committee of this congregation, and so rule their 

minds, and guide their counsel that in all things they may seek your glory and 

promote the mission of your Church, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission you as members of the 

Rector Search Committee of the Church of the Good Shepherd.  

The Peace 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People: And also with you 

 

Invitation:    

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
  

Preparation of the Table  Brighter than Snow        Ruth Elaine Schram 

 

Doxology:   Praise God throughout these forty days;       Old 100th 

  Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

  And praise the Spirit whom imparts 

  God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 
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The Great Thanksgiving   
   
Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Presider: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

                  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and ever where to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  You bid your faithful people cleanse 

their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in 

works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the 

fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus    Holy, Holy, Holy                   
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 

Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 

one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms 

upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 

the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:                
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise  

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 

gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 

may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,  

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 

kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 

ever.  

        

 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Fraction Anthem   
 

Presider: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.  

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 

Please let the priest know if you need a gluten free wafer. 

 

Communion Hymns Song of St. Patrick      NEXT PAGE   
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Post Communion Prayer 

Presider:  Let us pray 
 

People:  Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing    
 

Presider: The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen   
   
Recessional    In the Cross of Christ I Glory   Hymnal #441  

   

Dismissal 
 

Presider: Let us bless the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude         Awake, Thou Wintry Earth       Tom Birchwood  

  

Please join us in the church lounge for coffee hour.  All are welcome! 
 

 



18 

 

 

 
 

 

Guided Tour of the Church 

Sunday, March 17th 

 

Today after the 10:00 a.m. service, Sarah will lead a guided tour of the church.  We’ll 

start at the back of the church and work our way up to the altar.  If you’ve ever 

wondered about the meaning of the symbols we see in church, or why we use certain 

furnishings and vessels and vestments, this tour is for you.    

 

Episcopal Relief & Development Lenten Meditations 

 

Episcopal Relief & Development is the worldwide relief agency of the Episcopal 

Church.  According to its website, “ERD facilitates healthier, more fulfilling lives in 

communities struggling with hunger, poverty, disaster, and disease.”  ERD offers 

daily Lenten meditations on its website, episcopalrelief.org.  The meditations include a 

brief passage of scripture, a meditation, and questions for reflection. 

 

Forty Days, Forty Items 

 

Sue Buckley has a challenge for each of us.  The challenge continues through Lent. See 

the announcement page in this bulletin for details.  
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Holy Week and Easter at Good Shepherd 

 
Please join us as we walk the way of the cross with Jesus during Holy Week 

and celebrate with joy his resurrection at Easter! 
 

Except for the 12:00pm Good Friday service, all services will be streamed. 
 

March 24 – Palm Sunday 

 

10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist  

with Blessing of Palms & Passion Gospel 

 

 

March 28 – Maundy Thursday 

 

7:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar, 

with Choir 

 

 

March 29 – Good Friday 

 

12:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 

 

7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Liturgy 

& Communion from Reserved Sacrament, with Choir 

 

 

March 30 – Holy Saturday 

 

Easter Vigil at Emmanuel Church in Wakefield 

(Time TBD) 

 

 

March 31 – Easter Sunday 

 

10:00 a.m.  Festival Holy Eucharist 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Beware of SPAM E-mails and Gift Card requests. From time to time parishioners 

receive "phishing" emails with requests for gift cards or money, or a request to contact 

the pastor.  The emails look like they're from "Rev. Sarah A. Conner," but they're from 

a fake email account, not her Good Shepherd account.  This is a common scam that 

targets churches, using the pastor's name.  Do not respond to these emails.  If you're 

not sure about an email, please contact the church office. 
 

Rector Search Committee: Survey Remains Open! 

Our parish survey is now accepting your input! This is a chance to offer your 

perspective on our parish and the qualities you hope to see in a new rector. The survey 

is online and should take about 20 minutes. Find a link at bit.ly/CGSsurvey2024. 
 

The deadline to complete the survey is Friday, March 29.  All members of the 

parish over the age of 16 are encouraged to participate. 
 

Members of the Rector Search Committee will be available after church for the next 

two weeks to assist anyone who needs help. Please contact the office with any 

questions or concerns. 
 

Music Notes:  Please let Alice know ASAP if you would be interested in singing 

Handel’s Hallelujah chorus on Easter.  All parts are needed, especially tenors.  See 

me after church,  call/text me at 603-770-5910 or email me at 

music@goodshepherdreading.org.  Thanks. 
 

Ukrainian Support:  Dear Good Shepherd parish, 

I'm sending a BIG THANK YOU to those who attended, supported, and/or prayed for 

the Ukrainian Support Project March 8 Trivia Night.  I am pleased to report that 

results were above expectations.  As the group determines our next step, whether it be 

a fund-raiser or application to host a family, I will keep you all informed. 

Best, 

Gayle Richardson 

richardsongayleg@gmail.com 

 

http://bit.ly/CGSsurvey2024
mailto:music@goodshepherdreading.org
mailto:richardsongayleg@gmail.com
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Church of the Good Shepherd fundraiser:   Dine at the Mandarin Restaurant on 

Saturday, April 6th, in person or take out dining.  20% of the proceeds will go to local 

charities.  Transportation can be provided – Call or email Sue Buckley at 617-968-4877 

or susan.m.buckley@gmail.com. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt:  The Church of the Good Shepherd will once again this year have an 

Easter Egg Hunt on the lawn of the church (weather permitting) Saturday, March 30th 

at 10 am. The Egg Hunt will be fun for all ages, especially toddlers and elementary 

school age children.  Registration is not required but it would be helpful if you plan to 

attend to let me know or call or email the church office. 

Jane Farrar, Pastoral Associate  
 

Reading Food Bank: Drop off on Sunday or during office hours. There is a box in front 

of the side altar New Needs List:  Laundry Detergent, Tissues, dish detergent, baked 

beans, jello/pudding mix(regular and sugar free), Market Basket Gift Cards. 
 

 

The next in person volunteer day will be Friday, May 3, at 

First Baptist Church, 493 Main St., Malden (no April 

volunteer day).  Volunteers urgently needed.  If you are 

interested in this volunteer opportunity, contact Sharon and 

Tony Lopes at 978-710-6927, or via email, lopesantonio622@gmail.com.    

Bread of Life Sponsors for March:  Joyce and Kevin Witham, Edna and Dave 

McDonald. 
 

The Bargain Box:  The Bargain Box hours are every Friday, 10am-3pm, Saturdays, 

10am-1pm.  Donations can be dropped off on Wednesdays, from 9am-12pm, or during 

the store’s open hours.  For more information contact Martha at 

jacksnana1@verizon.net or 781-944-6964.   

Did you know?  Each month, the Bargain Box designates a local charity to receive a 

monetary donation.  This month, the designated charity is North Reading Food 

Pantry.   

 

 

mailto:lopesantonio622@gmail.com
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For Your Prayers This Week: Rebecca Bellistri, Jennifer Bryson, Kim Chabot, Jennifer 

Chapman, Ruth Clogston, Joe Field, Pete Jeffrey, Gene Kilpatrick, Paul Marean, Chick 

Meech, Rhonda & JB Miller, Bonnie Morin, Mark Mueller, Mary Muir, Joan Paradis, 

Margaret Parziale, Kevin Parziale, Greg Powers, Sam Rosendale, Judy Royce, Antonio 

Santos, Liz Sorrentino, Terry Swanson, Bill Webb. 

 

Birthdays this Week:   Lou Adreani, Sam Field, Earle Sinnatamby 
 

Book of Remembrance: Margaret Addy, Rena Arthur, Stanley Colburn, Sabrina Rowe, 

Nancy M. Lindgren, Carrie Torraville, Donald David Jr., Charles Pinkney, Carolyn 

Webster Poor 
 

Sanctuary Lamp:  In Celebration of the birthday of Scarlett Angelini, given by Jane 

Farrar. 
 

Altar Flowers:  In memory of Manuel Torres, given by Edna McDonald, and Carolyn 

Webster Poor, given by her family.  

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:   Churches of the Cape & Islands Deanery 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Wareham, St. James the Fisherman Church, Wellfleet, 

Church of the Messiah, Woods Hole (Falmouth), Diocesan Congregational 

Consultants.  For all churches in the Diocese closed or merged. 
 

Today’s Lay Ministers in Liturgy: Lector: Earle Sinnatamby; Ushers: Jane Adreani, 

Martha Wishart; Altar Guild: Jane Farrar; Flower Delivery: Brenda Woodbury;  

Lay Eucharistic Minister: Kathy McDormand;  
 

Medical Emergency:  If there is a medical emergency during worship, please notify one of our 

ushers.  An AED is located in the hallway, and they have a phone available to dial 911 
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Church of the Good Shepherd   

2024 Easter Flowers 
 

If you would like to remember your loved ones with a plant on the altar for Easter, 
please complete this form.   

Donations may be made in memory of or thanksgiving  
for loved ones.  Please make checks payable to  

Church of the Good Shepherd and write  
Easter flowers in the memo line.   

Return the form and your donation to the office  
by Sunday, March 24th so that your  

memorial can be included in the Easter bulletins.   
 

Please print clearly 

 

In memory of: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In thanksgiving for: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by ____________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________ 

**Note:  If you choose to make your donation via Realm, fill out this form so we have 

the names you wish to remember for the bulletin.   
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Interim Priest:  Rev. Sarah A. Conner  

Alice Johnson Hannon, Music Director 

Jane Farrar, Pastoral Associate 

Jan Kelly, Administrator 

 

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00 AM- 1:00 PM 

Bargain Box 

Friday, 10:00 AM-3:00 PM 

Saturday, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

 

95 Woburn St., Reading, MA 01867 

781-944-1572 

priest@goodshepherdreading.org 

office@goodshepherdreading.org 
 

Music reprinted with permission. OneLicense #A-726512. Permission to podcast/stream the 

music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-726512. 

 


