
 

Church of The Good Shepherd 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

  Sunday, September 6, 2026  

      10:00 AM Rite II 

Wherever you are on your journey with God or toward God, you are welcome here.



2  

Liturgy of the Word 

Welcome            The Rev. Mary Curlew      

 

Gathering Hymn: Hymnal #400  All Creatures of Our God and King  (vs. 1-3) 
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Opening Acclamation 

 Presider: Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen! 

 

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Holy God  

 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day    

 Presider:  The Lord be with you 

 People:  And also with you. 

           Presider:   Let us pray: 
 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud 

who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel 
 

You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 

from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked 

ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their 

ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 

But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, 

the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and 

our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say 

to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 

that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; 

for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
  

 The Word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 119:33-40      Read Responsively 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 

and I shall keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 

I shall keep it with all my heart. 

Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 

for that is my desire. 

Incline my heart to your decrees * 

and not to unjust gain. 

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 

give me life in your ways. 

Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 

which you make to those who fear you. 
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Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 

because your judgments are good. 

Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 

Second Reading:  Romans 13: 8-14 

 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 

murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6  

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 

when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 

But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 

may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to 

listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 

let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 

will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon        The Rev. Mary Curlew  
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People      BCP Form II 

You may sit or kneel for the prayers 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 

for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Julia, our Bishop; Ian and Mary, our Assisting Bishops; 

Mary, our Rector; and all bishops and other ministers; for this gathering; and for all 

ministers and people. Pray for the Church. Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 

people. Pray for justice and peace.  Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble.  Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed especially Henry P. Schott, in whose memory the altar 

flowers are given, and Pauline Rallis, in whose memory the sanctuary lamp is lit.   Pray 

for those who have died.   Silence 
 

Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present 

  I ask your prayers for                             . 

 

  I ask your thanksgiving for                            . 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored, especially 

those celebrating birthdays this week: Ray Luddy, Roy Benjamin, Mary Beaudin, 

Benjamin Bandies, Nicholas Witham, Noah Sharkey, Jack Sorrentino, and those 

celebrating anniversaries this week: Nicole and Matthew Berry and Paul and Merri 

DuRoss.   Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.   Silence 
 

Presider: Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in 

heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by 

this fellowship of love and prayer and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness 

to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 

intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People: And also with you. 
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Liturgy of the Table 

Invitation: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 

sacrifice to God. 

 

Preparation of the Table:  Ain’-a That Good News!  arr. Christinea Shehi 

Tim McLauglhin, soprano sax 

 

Doxology         Jimmy Owens 

           

 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer C 

  

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 
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At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 

suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with   

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against 

you and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of Mary, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus    Holy, Holy, Holy   
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave 

it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving,  

We celebrate his death and resurrection,  

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, 

Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Open our eyes to 

see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming 

to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. 

Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 

may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 

generation to generation.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Presider: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Fraction Anthem   David Hurd 
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Presider:   The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Everyone is welcome to receive communion at our table. The ushers will invite you to 

come forward down the center aisle where you will be offered a communion wafer. 

Please let the person serving know if you need a gluten free wafer.  If you prefer not to 

receive the bread or wine, please come forward and simply cross your arms at your chest 

to receive a blessing. 
 

 

Communion Music:  Abide with Me with Bach’s Prelude in C arr. Christina Shehi 

Tim McLauglhin, soprano sax  

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Presider:  Let us pray 

  Please stand 
 

People:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 

now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Recessional: Hymnal: #657  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  
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Dismissal  

Presider: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Postlude: Invention No. 14  J. S. Bach 
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Serving Today   

Lector Elaine Hodgson 

Lay Minister  Barbara Brigante  

Ushers Karen McCadden, Jane Adreani  

Flower Delivery Dave Heron & Lynda Hersey   

Altar Guild Linda Daurio   

Tech Guild Dave Heron  

Special Music  Tim McLaughlin 

  

 

CURRENT HAPPENINGS AT CGS 

 

This week at CGS 

Sunday, September 6 Holy Eucharist, 10am, Sanctuary 

Monday, September 7 Labor Day, office closed  

Tuesday, September 8 Bread of Life, 3:30pm 

 Vestry meeting, 7pm, Lounge  

Wednesday, September 9       Bargain Box Volunteers, 9am-11am 

 Friends of Seniors, 11am, Lounge  

 Gathering and Prayer group, 7pm, via zoom                 

Thursday, September 10 Choir Rehearsal, 7pm, Sanctuary  

Friday, September 11 Bargain Box open, 10am-3pm 

Saturday, September 12 Bargain Box open, 10am-1pm 

Sunday, September 13 Holy Eucharist 10am, Welcome Back Sunday, 

Sanctuary  

 Sunday School, 10am, Downstairs Hall  

   

Coffee hour to resume September 13, please sign up. 

Fellowship Committee is looking for bakers/light refreshments for coffee hour after our 

10am service.  If you would like to help, please see the signup sheet on our bulletin 

board.   

 

Welcome Back Sunday is September 13! 

Come reconnect with old friends, meet someone new, and celebrate the beginning of a 

new season together. There will be plenty of reasons to be glad you are home after 

summer vacation. 
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Text messaging Opt-in 

On Monday, August 31, an email was sent by the church office asking you to opt in for 

text messaging communications.   Please remember to opt in so we can contact you for 

time sensitive church information.  If you did not see the email, check your spam folder, 

or contact Jan in the church office.  

 

Calling all Members of Almost Any Age: 

Have you wished you could get dressed up and carry a torch or proudly bear our cross 

down the aisle during our Sunday Worship service? Have you always wondered what the 

church looks like from behind the altar? If so, please speak to Rev. Mary. We are looking 

for people to serve as acolytes and crucifers and have a job for you.  

 

Attention Parents 

Next Sunday will be the first day of Sunday School.  We can’t wait to show off our new 

space in the lower level.  Sunday School begins at 10am.  If you have not registered yet, 

you may do so on the first day of Sunday School.  

 

 

Sunday School September Schedule 

Classes will be the second, third and Fourth Sunday of each month 

 

Date Subject Teachers  
September 13 Joseph the Forgiver Donna Childs 

Jan Kelly 

September 20 Jonah the Reluctant Hero Barbara Brigante 

 Jan Kelly 

September 27 Saint Michael the Superhero Jane Farrar 

Joan Wall  
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For Your Prayers This Week  
 

Our Parish Prayer List: Joe Appleyard, Terrence Balduc, Anne Bennett, Bryson 

and Libby families, Barbara Carney, Kim Chabot, Jennifer Chapman, Caroline 

Chappell, Chen-Paradis Family, Ruth Clogston, Ruby Cox, Jake Dagastino, Frankie 

Dalby, Fred Dalby, Alison Daurio, Margaret Enderle, Joe Field, Ashley Fitch, Ginny 

Gould, Sam Hart, Justine Kelly, Michael Kelly, Izzy Keyes, Leah Kiberstis, Gene 

Kilpatrick, Jeanne Klute, Beth and Jeff Lanigan, Sharon Lopes, Paul Marean, Chick 

Meech, Mark Mueller, Elaine Neville, Rachel Newton, Anne O'Sullivan, Joan 

Paradis, William Paradis, Kevin Parziale, Greg Powers, Theo Pritz, Jim Regan, 

Denise Robinson, Peter Salamanca, Antonio Santos, Jennifer Sorrentino, Liz 

Sorrentino, Shirley Thompson, Timothy Thompson, Betty Ward, Bill Webb, Charles 

Webb, Amy Wishart, Martha Wishart. 

 
 

Book of Remembrance: Kenneth Brown, Mary Callanan, Sydney Dunningham, Shirley 

Horton, Lily Smith, Warren Fraser, Olive Finn, Walter Dasho, Betty Gates, Doris Martin, 

Mae Maxwell, Eleanor Dalrymple, Alphonse Myette, Donald Everett, Velma Loring, 

Susan Lovering, John Batley, Beverly D’Arrigo. 

 

Altar Flowers:   In Loving Memory of My Father, Henry P. Schott, given by Nancy 

Benjamin and Family, and in celebration of Jack Sorrentino’s birthday, given by his 

grandparents.  

 

Sanctuary Lamp: In Memory of Pauline Rallis, given by Elaine Grosso 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer   Churches of the Neponset River Deanery  

Christ Church, Hyde Park (Boston)  

Iglesia de San Juan, Hyde Park (Boston)  

Church of the Holy Spirit, Mattapan (Boston)  

Church of the Advent, Medfield  

Daughters of the King and Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
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Music reprinted with permission. OneLicense #A-726512. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

obtained from One License with license #A-726512. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 

Rev. Mary Curlew, Rector  revmary@goodshepherdreading.org 

Alice Johnson Hannon, Music Director  music@goodshepherdreading.org 

Jan Kelly, Administrator  office@goodshepherdreading.org 

95 Woburn St., Reading, MA 01867    781-944-1572 
 

 

Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9am-1pm 

Rev. Mary Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 9am-3pm*  

*please call ahead to book an appointment 

 

mailto:Office@goodshepherdreading.org

