
Church of The Good Shepherd  
A Member of The Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 

 

Easter Sunday  
Sunday, April 5, 2026 

10:00 AM Rite II    

 
Wherever you are on your journey with God or toward God, you are welcome here.  
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Liturgy of the Word  

Choral Prelude  God Is The Lord of All    Handel/Hopson 

     Tim McLaughlin, saxophone 

Welcome 

Gathering Song Jesus Christ is Risen Today  

  

 

Opening Acclamation 

 Presider: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 People: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Collect of the Day 

 Presider:  The Lord be with you. 

 People:  And also with you. 

 

Presider:   Let us pray: 

 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, overcame 

death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate 

with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin 

by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to 

all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name." 

 

 The Word of the Lord  

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 118 

 
 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 

Gospel:  John 20:1-18 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran 

and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 

toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following 

him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 

cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 

up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 

went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 

that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 

the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 

been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 
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do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 

said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to 

her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 

Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 

my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 

and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he 

had said these things to her. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon    The Rev. Mary Curlew 

 

                    



7 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People  Written by Rev. Allison English in response to Bishop Curry’s 

“Way of Love” 

 

You may sit or kneel for the prayers 

Creator God, by the mercies of your son, our Lord, Jesus, compel us to TURN our 

hearts to his Way of Love. That we might follow Jesus together as your faithful 

people, we pause, listen, and respond in prayer, saying: Jesus, guide us in your way. 

 

Jesus, your life, death, resurrection, and ascension inspire the church to continue 

in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship. Guide your people to LEARN your Word, 

that we might see God’s story unfolding in our midst. We pray together, 

Jesus, guide us in your way. 

 

Son of God, you responded to your Father in PRAYER and pleaded that we might all 

be one. Guide the leaders and faithful citizens of this nation to respond to God and to 

one another in compassion — in thought and deed, with or without words — that 

the people of the United States might live in unity and peace. We pray together, 

Jesus, guide us in your way. 

 

Light of the World, you taught us to WORSHIP in spirit and in truth. Lead us to 

join with others to acknowledge the holiness of God, that the whole world might 

be united in the truth of your love. We pray together, 

Jesus, guide us in your way. 

 

Lord, you came not to be served but to serve. Empower us to BLESS one another  

and our neighbors in Reading and North Reading that your spirit of generosity,  

compassion, and selfless action transforms us and the people in our midst.  

We pray together, 

Jesus, guide us in your way. 

 

Savior, you came into our midst that we might know life. Embolden us to GO 

among those who are weary, burdened, sick, or imprisoned, especially those on our 

parish prayer list that we might live like you, crossing the boundaries that divide rich 

from poor, sick from well, and sinner from saint. We pray together, 

Jesus, guide us in your way. 
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Lamb of God, in your death you destroyed death and taught us the way to eternal life.  

Compel us to daily die to self and REST in your grace. May all who have died,  

especially those for whom the Easter flowers on the Altar are given, and Deceased 

members of the Church of the Good Shepherd, in whose memory the Sanctuary lamp 

is lit, rest in peace and rise in glory. We pray together, 

Jesus, guide us in your way. 

 

The Celebrant offers this concluding collect: 

Lord Jesus Christ, who gave your life for the life of all, we commit our lives to 

following you. Continually guide us in your way and draw us in to life as your 

Beloved Community in this age and in ages to come; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Presider: Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People: 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 

in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the 

world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have 

done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through 

our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 

Amen. 

 

Presider: 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen 
 

The Peace 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People: And also with you. 
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Liturgy of the Table  

Invitation:    

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

  

Preparation of the Table  Song of Praise          Richard A. Nichols 

 

Easter Doxology  Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

praise God above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

The Great Thanksgiving    Sung  

                  Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

  Presider: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

  Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Presider 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, 

our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, 

the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. 

You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 

from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth 

and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, 

all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 

your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
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Sanctus    Holy, Holy, Holy                  
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Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; 

you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 

bondage and led them to a land of promise.  Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be 

human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself 

for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from 

sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you 

intend for us. 

 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 

“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 

poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 

ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts 

your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

             

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine 

that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. 
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Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and 

love. 
 

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather 

us with and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

we worship you our God and Creator 

in voices of unending praise. 

 

Presider and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever.  

           
 

Presider: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread    

 

Presider:        We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one 

bread. 

 

Fraction Anthem   
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Presider:   The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that  

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Everyone is welcome to receive communion at our table. The ushers will invite 

you to come forward down the center aisle where you will be offered a 

communion wafer. Please let the person serving know if you need a gluten free 

wafer.  If you prefer not to receive the bread or wine, please come forward and 

simply cross your arms at your chest to receive a blessing. 

 

Communion Solo: I Know My Redeemer Liveth from the Messiah             Handel             

    Alice Johnson Hannon, soprano 

    Elaine Grosso, piano  

 

Communion Hymn Now the Green Blade Rises 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Presider:  Let us pray 

  Please stand 

 

People:  God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 

salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you 

have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Blessing    

 

Presider: Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected 

you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and 

may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen. (A blessing from Saint 

Clare)   

   

 

Recessional:  Alleluia No. 1
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Dismissal 

Presider: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power 

  of the Spirit.  

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Postlude:     Sinfonia from the cantata Wir danken dir, Gott     J. S. Bach/arr. Hopson 
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The small daffodil plants for the children are given in memory of Marge 

Batchelder, given by Martha Bilodeau.   After the postlude, children are 

welcome to get a daffodil to take home.   
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Today’s flowers are given in loving memory of.. 

My parents, Fred and Eleanor Atwood, and my son, David Carney, given by Barbara 

Carney  

Morgan Cox and Jim St. Clair, given by Ruby Cox 

Pat Cunningham, given by the Childs family 

Our parents and deceased family members, given by Spence and Sue Dalby  

Ruth Ellen Roy, given by Susan Eis 

Our parents, given by Jane and Bob Farrar 

Nancy Heron and Anna MacPherson, given by Lynda Hersey and Dave Heron 

Our loved ones, given by Elaine and Bob Hodgson 

Len and Eileen Brescia, Edwin and Marion Kelly, Bill Brescia and Denise Brescia,  

given by Neil and Jan Kelly  

Bob and Nancy Lindgren, given by their children, grandchildren, and Great 

Grandchildren. 

 

Our parents, and my brother, given by Tony and Sharon Lopes 

 

Our loved ones, given by the Marlin Family  

Our departed loved ones, given by David and Edna McDonald. 

Bob McGovern, Mildred and Leslie Gardner and Nellie and Francis McGovern, given 

by Leslie McGovern 

                                                                                               

Ellen Sortor and Rita and Bill McLaughlin, given by The Sortor-McLaughlin family 

 

       Continued on next page 
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Charles Newton and Alyn Vespucci, given by Bob and Gail Newton 

 

Loved ones, given by Joan Wall 

 

My Mother, given by Martha Wishart 

 

Elmer Witham, Fred Rector, and Cliff Jennings, given by The Witham Family 

 

The Wilkinson and Woodbury families, given by Brenda Woodbury 

and in Thanksgiving for.. 

My daughter and my family, given by Barbara Carney 

Our grandsons, Ben and Jack Callaghan, given by Joyce and Tom Callaghan 

Our children and grandchildren, given by Spence and Sue Dalby  

Our children and grandchildren, given by Jane and Bob Farrar 

All the blessings of our life, given by Elaine and Bob Hodgson 

Justine, Johnny, Cameron, Brayden, Jason and Danielle, given by Neil and Jan Kelly  

Our children and grandsons, given by Tony and Sharon Lopes 

 

Our family and friends, given by David and Edna McDonald 

For the love and support of our friends at CGS to help us through our difficult journey, 

given by Kathy McDormand and Paul Marean 

In grateful appreciation of family and Friends, especially my grandchildren, Logan and 

Lucy, given by Joan Wall 

My children and grandsons, given by Martha Wishart 
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For Your Prayers This Week  

Our Parish Prayer List: Joe Appleyard, Terrence Balduc, Anne Bennett, 

Jennifer Bryson, Barbara Carney, Kim Chabot, Jennifer Chapman, Caroline 

Chappell, Chen-Paradis Family, Ruth Clogston, Ruby Cox, Jake Dagastino, 

Alison Daurio, Margaret Enderle, Joe Field, Ashley Fitch, Ginny Gould, Sam 

Hart, Justine Kelly, Michael Kelly, Izzy Keyes, Leah Kiberstis, Gene Kilpatrick, 

Beth and Jeff Lanigan, Sharon Lopes, Paul Marean, Paul Marlin, Chick Meech, 

Mark Mueller, Elaine Neville, Rachel Newton, Anne O'Sullivan, Joan Paradis, 

William Paradis, Kevin Parziale, Greg Powers, Theo Pritz, Jim Regan, Peter 

Salamanca, Antonio Santos, Jennifer Sorrentino, Liz Sorrentino, Shirley 

Thompson, Timothy Thompson, Betty Ward, Bill Webb, Charles Webb, Amy 

Wishart, Martha Wishart. 
 

Book of Remembrance: Mae Tebeau, William and Isabel Troughton, Ann 

Francis, Ruth Stevenson, Judith Marie Burgess, Nancy Edwards, George Crouse, 

Leo Hutchings, Ella Watts, Harriet Curtis, Morgan Cox, David Parker, Robert Knoettner, 

Dorothy Brown, Ellen Slack, Roy Serrentino.  
  

Birthdays this week:  Danielle Silva, Susan Eis, Millie Teed, Donna Childs, Randy 

Dunnell. 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer   Churches of the Cape and Islands Deanery  

Church of the Good Shepherd, Wareham  

St. James the Fisherman Church, Wellfleet  
Church of the Messiah, Woods Hole (Falmouth) 

 

 

 

 

 



22 

 

Serving Today   

Lector Jan Kelly     

Lay Ministers  Barbara Luddy, Spencer Dalby   

Ushers Lynda Hersey, Tony Silva 

Flower Delivery Dave Heron and Lynda Hersey   

Altar Guild Linda Daurio   

Tech Guild Dave Heron  

Coffee hour No coffee hour  
 

 

This Week at Good Shepherd  

Sunday, April 5  Holy Eucharist, 10am, Sanctuary, Easter Sunday  

Monday, April 6  Church Office hours, 9am-1pm  

Rev. Mary out of office  

Tuesday, April 7  Rev. Mary out of office 

    Executive Cmte meeting, 7pm, via zoom  

Wednesday, April 8  Church Office hours, 9am-1pm 

    Rev. Mary out of office 

    Bargain Box volunteers, 9am-11am 

    Gathering and Prayer group, 7pm, via zoom   

Thursday, April 9  Church Office hours, 9am-1pm  

    Choir Practice, 7pm, Sanctuary   

Friday, April 10  Bargain Box open, 10am-3pm  

Saturday, April 11  Bargain Box open, 10am-1pm  

Sunday, April 12  Holy Eucharist, 10am, Sanctuary, Baptism 

    Sunday School, 10am, Classroom  

 
 

Medical Emergency:  If there is a medical emergency during worship, please notify 

one of our ushers.  An AED is located in the hallway, and they have a phone available 

to dial 911 
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Rev. Mary Curlew, Rector 

Alice Johnson Hannon, Music Director 

Jan Kelly, Administrator 

95 Woburn St., Reading, MA 01867 

781-944-1572 

      Office@goodshepherdreading.org 

 Music@goodshepherdreading.org  

                                                      Revmary@goodshepherdreading.org 
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