Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 2, 2021
10:00 AM

Join us on Facebook as we live stream this Eucharist:
www.facebook.com/cgsreading/live/
Wherever you are on your journey with God or toward God, you are welcome here.

Prelude
Welcome
Gathering Hymn

I Will Keep My Eyes on You
God is Love
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Cindy Berry
Hymnal #379

Opening Acclamation
Presider:
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People:
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria
Presider:
People:

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the day
Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider:

Let us pray:

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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First Reading: Acts 8:26-40
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot
and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken
away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 22: 24-30
My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
For kingship belongs to the LORD; *
he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD’s for ever.
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
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Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21
A Reading from the First Letter of John.
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior
of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I
love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Celtic Alleluia

Gospel: John 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

The Rev. Pete Jeffrey
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

(Form III BCP)

Presider: God of love, we rejoice with the angels, and all the host of heaven, as we
celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for Michael, our presiding bishop; Alan and Gayle, our bishops; Brian our
priest, Pete our deacon, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; Let us pray for
those listed on our prayer list especially Edith Cooper, Jacob Cote, Margaret Cowell ,
Rita Curtis & family, Bev D’Arrigo, Eleanor Delaney, Rose Edstrom, Carlo Esidore,
Sandra Fraser, Bishop Alan Gates, Jeffrey Gates, Gloria Graves, Amanda Hanson,
Lisa Hayes, Linda Johnnene, William Kirkby, Ann Marie Lannin, Nancy Larson, Jack
Linde, Holly Manzelli, Rachel Manzelli, Linda McCarthy, Marcia Muir, Joan and
Arthur Paradis, Joan Phelan, Sandy Rossini, Dennis Ramsey, Bill Webb and for all
who have asked for our prayers.
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Let us pray for all who are celebrating birthdays: Hailey Arvilla, Christine Bandies,
Cameron Deane, Courtney Farrar, Elaine Grosso, Susan Hegarty, Mary Ines, Andrew
Marlin, Katie Tahmaseb, Noah Tahmaseb, Alice Webb and the wedding anniversary
of Elaine and Claude Grosso and Paula and Kevin Tirone.
May they experience the joy of the Resurrection.
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Give to the departed eternal rest. Especially Joyce Ralph who was buried this week,
Helen Richardson, Dorothy Smethurst and George Wesley Bowser in whose name
the altar flowers are given, and Gerry Chagnon, Caroline McDonald and Peter
Vincent in whose name the sanctuary lamp is lit.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for all your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Closing Collect
Loving God, Creator of all, today is the day of Easter joy. May the Risen Lord breathe
on our minds and open our eyes that we may know him in the breaking of bread,
and follow him in his risen life. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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Invitation:
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

Preparation of the Table
Easter Doxology

Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
praise God above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer A

Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Presider:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and ever where to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise
you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Sanctus
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms
upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Fraction
Presider:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.
Communion:
Presider:
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy Food for a Holy People.
Please be seated. The congregation will receive communion at the end of the liturgy as you depart
the church.

Spiritual Communion
Recited by those gathered at home:
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I
love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already
come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated
from you. Amen.
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Communion Hymn
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Post Communion Prayer
Presider:
Let us pray
Please stand
People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter Blessing

The Book of Occasional Services

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing
in his sight: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon:
People:

Go in the Peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Recessional

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Postlude

Air

see next page
G. F. Handel
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Love Divine All Loves Excelling
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Farewell to Carolyn Hoy
Our parish administrator Carolyn will be moving to Nebraska in May to begin a new chapter
in her life. Carolyn began serving Good Shepherd in September 2016 when Rev. Brian first
arrived. She has served faithfully as part of our team here at the parish. We will miss
Carolyn’s warm and welcoming presence at the office. Her final day will be Friday, May 14th.
You are encouraged to drop her a note or card to thank her for her almost five years of
service. Best wishes Carolyn!
New Piano Fund

Over the past two years, our current Chickering Piano has
continued to need major repairs. Our technician said it is now
beyond regular maintenance and needs to be refurbished or
replaced. We’ve looked at a number of options and replacing
the piano is the best long-term solution. Our Vestry has been
preparing to move forward with a new piano. We have begun to save some funds
and begun to discuss a fundraising plan.
As you know, our beloved sister Nancy Lindgren loved music. She was a fine singer
and pianist and was a dedicated choir member. Her family has asked that memorial
donations be put toward the piano. This is certainly a fitting request. In fact, we plan
to dedicate the piano in her honor and legacy at Good Shepherd. We have also
received a number of generous donations in memory of Kathy Jeffrey with the
request to use the funds toward the new piano. We are grateful for the generosity
shown in memory of these two faithful women.
Good Shepherd Church has had a long tradition of fine music. Our new piano will
enhance the worship of generations to come. A special mailing will soon go out to all
who would like to donate to the piano.
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Reading Food Bank: Good Shepherd is once again accepting donations for the
Reading Food Bank. Drop off on Sunday or during office hours. There will be a box in
front of the side altar.
Sunday Coffee Hour:

Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom **Passcode Needed**
Meeting ID: 781 944 1572 Passcode: 9595

Sunday Service now on RCTV, NORCAM and WCTV:
You can find the broadcast on the following channels (check websites for schedules):
RCTV: (Reading) Comcast Channel 9, Verizon Channel 31
NORCAM: (North Reading) Comcast Channel 8, Verizon Channel 26
WCTV: (Wilmington) Comcast Channel 99, Verizon Channel 39
Good Shepherd Prayer Ministry: If you have a prayer request, please contact Mary
Muir at prayer@goodshepherdreading.org. She will bring your intention to our
prayer team. You may also add names to our “Parish Prayer List” that is published in
the bulletin each week. We read the names aloud during the Prayer of the People on
the first Sunday of the month.
Bargain Box: Online Store now open. Please support the Bargain Box by making a
purchase or donating items. Visit the online store:
https://www.goodshepherdreading.org/virtual-bargain-box.html
For more information contact Martha at jacksnana1@verizon.net or 781-944-6964.
Bins for drop off are located at each entrance of the church.
Purchases may be picked up during office hours.
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For Your Prayers This Week: Edith Cooper, Jacob Cote, Margaret Cowell , Rita
Curtis & family, Bev D’Arrigo, Eleanor Delaney, Rose Edstrom, Carlo Esidore,
Sandra Fraser, Bishop Alan Gates, Jeffrey Gates, Gloria Graves, Amanda Hanson,
Lisa Hayes, Linda Johnnene, William Kirkby, Ann Marie Lannin, Nancy Larson, Jack
Linde, Holly Manzelli, Rachel Manzelli, Linda McCarthy, Marcia Muir, Joan and
Arthur Paradis, Joan Phelan, Sandy Rossini, Dennis Ramsey, Bill Webb
Book of Remembrance: John Arthur Wooldridge, Richard Basteri, Flora Cella,
Geraldine Chagnon, Fred Ward, Mary Tabor Fuller, Willis March, Carlton Parmelee,
Harriet McLean
Altar Flowers: Given for the glory of God and in loving memory of Helen M.
Richardson and Dorothy Smethurst by Nancy and Ted Smethurst and George
Wesley Bowser by Jane and Rob Webber
Sanctuary Lamp: Given for the glory of God and in loving memory of Gerry
Chagnon by Gerri Bellavia, Caroline McDonald by Dave and Edna McDonald and
Peter Vincent by his family
Beloved Deceased: Joyce Ralph
Birthdays: Hailey Arvilla, Christine Bandies, Cameron Deane, Courtney Farrar,
Elaine Grosso, Susan Hegarty, Mary Ines, Andrew Marlin, Katie Tahmaseb, Noah
Tahmaseb, Alice Webb
Anniversaries: Elaine and Claude Grosso and Paula and Kevin Tirone
Today’s Lay Ministers in Liturgy: Earle Sinnatamby, Lector; Loren Lee, Tech
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May 23rd is Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost is more than
celebrating the “birthday” of the church- it celebrates our
“birth” into Risen life and being sent forth with the gifts of
the Spirit to heal the world. In additional to our traditional
“red balloons” we encourage you to:

•

Wear festive RED clothing to church or at home.
Show your “spirit.”

•

Graduation Sunday: Special prayers for
graduates. Let the office know if you have
somebody graduating from high school, college
or grad school.
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The Rev. Brian Raiche, Rector
The Rev. Pete Jeffrey, Deacon in Residence
Alice Johnson Hannon, Music Director
Carolyn Hoy, Parish Administrator
Jane Farrar, Senior Warden;
Robert Newton, Junior Warden;
Ruby Cox, Treasurer; Joyce Witham, Clerk
Vestry Members: Petra Conboy, Spencer Dalby,
Peter Gorman, Barbara Luddy, Erica Palm,
Jill Silva, Ryan Tahamseb, Robert Webber,
Brenda Woodbury
Office Hours:
By Appointment Only
95 Woburn St., Reading, MA 01867
781-944-1572 • office@goodshepherdreading.org
RevBrian@goodshepherdreading.org
www.goodshepherdreading.org

Music reprinted with permission. OneLicense #A-726512.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained
from One License with license #A-726512.
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Calendar:
Sunday
Livestream Eucharist on
Facebook at 10:00 am
Coffee Hour via Zoom at
11:00 AM
Mondays
Staff Meeting via Zoom at
10:00 AM
Wednesdays at Good
Shepherd
Gathering via Zoom at
7:00 PM
Tuesday, May 11th
Vestry Meeting via Zoom at
7:00 PM
Sunday, May 23rd
Pentecost

